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man-in-waiting to the widowed Empress Frederick, and
married one of the princesses of Hohenlohe. This flirta-
tion between Baron Reischach and Princess Victoria formed
the theme of quite a number of the anonymous letters, in
which the princess was charged with every kind of indeli-
cacy, while the unfortunate baron was ridiculed in connec-
tion with the modernity of his nobility. Other love affairs
of "poor Vicky" were likewise discussed in no friendly
manner, and she was represented as being to such a degree
infatuated for Count Andrassy, the eldest son of the famous
Austro-Hungarian statesman, that the young fellow, it is
declared, was forced to resign his secretaryship to the
Austro-Hungarian Embassy, at Berlin, and to flee from the
Prussian Court, in order to escape from the demonstrative
attentions of the princess : " If it is like this now,'' said
one of the letters, " what in Heaven's name will it be
when e Vicky' marries !'J

There were, moreover, all sorts of matters relating to the
vie inti?ne of the imperial family discussed in these anony-
mous communications, such as bickerings between the
emperor and his mother, quarrels with his English rela-
tives, flirtations of the younger princesses, etc., which no
one could possibly have known about, save members of the
imperial family, and which were just the sort of thing that
Princess Charlotte would have written in her diary, in her
witty and sarcastic manner.

In fact there was so much of the phraseology and style
habitual to Princess Charlotte in the letters, that they
would inevitably have been, as I remarked above, posi-
tively ascribed to her had it not been for the grossly im-
proper and even disgusting twist and construction that was
invariably added to her well-known manner of writing.
Although a terrible flirt as well as a daring coquette, theard became gentle-avor of the ever-
